[Second Place]

Keep pursuing my dream
H. O.

I have a goal to go to the Kinki area Kendo competition with my club members in
June this year. I have played Kendo for 5 years and it’ll be the last competition for me
and my team. I practice most of days with my team members and we all strongly want to
win.

I’d like to ask you “Do you have any dreams?” “Keep pursuing your dream.”
That requires lots of bravery and sometimes, it is difficult to keep pursuing your dreams,
because of difference between reality and idea.

Why is it important for us to keep pursuing our dreams? One book gave me the
opportunity to think about that. I think everyone here probably knows this story. It was
broadcast as a drama that was from the book “Hanzawanaoki” written by Ikeido Zyun.
The hero works at bank and he fights against the bank for justice. He always has dreams
and make his dreams come true by himself. [ was so impressed that he didn’t spare any
effort and I thought I should have my dream too. Having a dream may be difficult.
However, if you aren’t satisfied with who you are at this moment, you can easily find
your dream naturally. Even if you are satisfied with who you are at this moment, you can
have a small dream by making a goal.

When I was 13 years old, I had a goal to beat my record of 4 minutes in the 1000m
Track and Field event. [ had to running every day. It was difficult to do especially because
I’m not good at continuing something. What I learned from that experience is that I
shouldn’t be satisfied with the person I am at this moment. I shouldn’t be satisfied and
think it’s ok to skip practice just this once. I shouldn’t be satisfied with just a little practice.
Most of all, I shouldn’t be satisfied with the record that I have at the moment. Thanks to
that philosophy,

I exceeded my record in Track and Field.

When your dream comes true, the process can make a person stronger. Even if your dream
doesn’t come true, the process and your effort will make you growth by overcoming
failure. Even if my goal of Kendo competition doesn’t come true, I’ll make my other goal
and keep pursuing me goal with believing my process to effort make me stronger. “It is
difficult to keep going after our dreams, but only people who keep pursuing their dreams
will be able to continue having their dreams.” This is my favorite sentence. [ hope I’ll be
able to keep pursuing my dreams thought my life and I hope you will “Keep pursuing
your dreams” too.

Thank you.
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