[First Place]

What can bring our family a strong bond?
T. O.
Do you often do household chores? Do you like household chores? As you know,

there are a lot of domestic chores, such as hanging out the laundry, folding the laundry,

cleaning the rooms, preparing meals, doing the dishes, and so on. a huge amount of
work!

In your house, who is responsible for these endless chores? These days it is common
for women to have a job. In our family, my mother works, and in addition to her busy job,
at home she has a lot of chores. Often, she asks me to help her with cooking, washing and
so on. Honestly speaking, in the past I didn’t like to help her with chores. I often
complained that I was so exhausted after studying and hard club activities that I couldn’t
do anything! I was such a bad daughter. But something happened that totally changed me!

When I was a junior high school student, my mother got really sick and she couldn’t
do any housework. So, I had to do all the housework instead of her. I became a junior
high school housewife! Every morning I got up early, and after the laundry and cooking,
I rushed to school. Every evening after club, I hurried home, took in the laundry and
cooked dinner. I was so surprised to find how endless housework is! And at last I thanked
my mother from the bottom of my heart. She never complained about household chores,
however tired she was! I realized that thanks to my mother’s hard work, our family was
able to lead a happy life. Until then, I had taken it for granted. I never realized how much
my mother helped each of us.

One day, I finally conveyed my gratitude to her. Then, my words of thanks made her
so happy. She was really moved by my words and she also conveyed her thanks for my
contribution. At that moment, I realized a strong bond with her. This helped me hit upon
a good idea. I wanted my father and my sister involved in this strong family connection.
So, I made two family rules.

First, everyone in our family should do some household chores every day.

Second, everyone in our family should say “Thank you” to each other.

Now, all our family members are following these rules. And our family and home
have changed a lot. My home has become a place of relaxation and relief.

Why don’t you start doing household chores and saying “Thank you” to your
families?

Thank you for listening.
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